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This Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer (LGBTQ) Oral History Project began as a key 
component of a cross-listed Boise State University course, Intro to LGBTQ Studies (GEN 380, 
HIS 381, SOC 497). Dr. Riley Caldwell-O’Keefe taught the course and designed the project as 
an interactive learning tool to help students understand LGBTQ history, with special emphasis 
on Idaho history, and the impacts of this history on local individuals. In addition to this history 
and context, students learned interviewing techniques throughout the semester. We discussed 
ethical considerations and obtained Institutional Review Board (IRB) approval for the project. 
Throughout the process, we worked with Boise State Special Collections and Archives librarians, 
Alan Virta and Cheryl Oestreicher. The culmination and digital release of the collection would 
have been impossible without them. We are thrilled and honored to offer these first-person 
insights which help provide a more well-rounded and comprehensive story of Idaho history. 
 
Name: Alan Virta 
 
Biography: Alan Virta was born in Arlington, Virginia in 1951. Since a young age, Virta had a 
particular interest in history and historical artifacts. After working for the Library of Congress 
for thirteen years, Virta decided to work for a smaller library. In 1988, he began working for the 
library at Boise State. When Virta decided to come out in his early 40s, he was supported by his 
family and co-workers. He then became involved in the gay community by joining the Triangle 
Connection and participating in the Pride festivals and parades. Virta retired from Boise State in 
2011. Ever the historian, Virta has been interested in following the changes the gay movement 
has undergone since the 1950s.  
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Interview date: November 17, 2011 
Interviewed by: Jasmine Olmedo 
Interview Duration: 59:39 
City: Boise 
 
Time Notation:  
00:00 Identity  
01:00 Familial and community life  
06:00 First aware of sexual identity  
10:00 Out to community  
10:00 Coming out story  
18:00 Before coming out (college and work background) 
24:00 Interest in history  
26:00 Major historical events LGBTQ related meaningful to him 
33:00 Significant changes that he has witnessed  
40:00 Was Idaho welcoming of the gay community  
44:00 Advice to the people that haven’t come out/ groups and clubs that they can join  
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55:00 What can a person who identifies as heterosexual do to help the gay community  
58:00 Other people that can be interviewed  
 
